February 23, 2009

 
To all addressees:

 
On June 12, 2008, the California Public Utilities Commission issued Decision (D.) 08-06-020 in Rulemaking (R.)06-05-028 (Rulemaking on the Commission’s Own Motion to Review the Telecommunications Public Policy Programs).

 
In D.08-06-020, the Commission ordered that a limited Public Policy Payphone Program (PPPP) be administered by the Commission’s Communications Division (CD) using existing funds to establish the program.  The existing funds and any necessary additional funds will be used to install up to 50 public policy payphones, and provide for payment of 50% of each payphone’s monthly recurring charges.  The following criteria will be considered to determine PPP placement:

· Enhancement of public health and  safety;
· Rural or remote area with significant public  travel, even if only seasonally;
· Low income or disadvantaged community setting  with limited landline telephone availability;
· Demonstrated need for a public payphone, with  the request supported by a governmental entity or local community group  willing to pay at least half the costs; or
· Presentation of other facts justifying the need  for a publicly supported payphone.
The transcript of D.08-06-020 is available under “online documents”, located on the home page of the Commissions website at: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov.
D.08-06-020 eliminated the previous PPPP established in D.90-06-018.  Payphones established by the previous program may reapply for placement in the new program.  If you are a party interested in applying for placement of a Public Policy Payphone, we have attached for your convenience the updated application with this email.  You may also access this application at the CPUC website: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/Telco/Public+Programs/payphone.htm 

Should you wish to be considered for this program, please complete the attached PPPP application, and return a hard copy of the application with signature to:

 
California Public Utilities Commission

Communications Division

Critical Infrastructure and Market Analysis Section

505 Van Ness Avenue, Area 3-D

San Francisco, CA  94102

You may also fax a copy of the completed form with signature to (415) 703-4405.  Please provide completed applications by March 23, 2009.  If you have any questions, you may contact Felix Robles at (415) 703-1193.  Felix’s email address is fvr@cpuc.ca.gov. 

Thank you.

 
Sincerely,

 
Sazedur Rahman

Program and Project Supervisor

Communications Division
